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Public  Health  Department, 


Munic ipa 1  Bui Id ings , 
Sedgley  Road  West, 
TIPTON. 


Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year,  1944.  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  it  is  greatly  abridged  and  is  in  reality  an  interim  report, 

I  have  to  record  the  resignation  of  Dr,  E.G, Renders  on.  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  went  to  a  similar  appointment  at  Worcester 
in  May,  Mrs,  B.  Wootton,  our  acting  senior  clerk  resigned  on  the  30th 
November.  I  should  like  to  record  my  high  appreciation  of  her  work  during 
the  war  years.  Miss  Jean  Portman  was  promoted  to  fill  her  position  and 
Miss  Joan  Cox  was  appointed  in  December  as  junior  clerk  and  typist. 

Mr,  W,  Hemmings,  senior  clerk  in  the  Department  was  throughout  the  year,  to 
our  regret,  still  a  prisoner  of  war  in  German  hands,  Mr,  R  ,  Hill  was 
appointed  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  room  of  Mr,  G»H, Birch  who 
resigned  to  take  up  an  appointment  in  the  south  of  England.  I  should  like 
to  record  the  excellent  and  diligent  service  of  Mr,  Birch. 

Mr.  G.R.Houghton,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  resigned  to  take 
up  the  post  of  District  Inspector  at  Willesdenj  he  carries  the  good  wishes 
of  the  Department  with  him.  It  has  net  yet  been  found  possiblu  to  replace 
him,  I  must  emphasise  that  a  considerable  strain  has  been  placed  on 
Mr,  Acton  and  the  one  remaining  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in  having  to 
carry  out  the  heavy  duties  of  the  Centralised  Slaughterhouse  in  addition 
to  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  town. 

I  want  to  record  the  grievous  loss  which  we  sustained  in  the 
sudden  death  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Councillor  ^ 
T.H.Gox,  in  July.  His  keen  interest  and  unfaltering  support  berth  in 
health  and  sickness  were  a  constant  inspiration. 

I  should  like  to  express  to  you  Mr,  Mayor,  to  the  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  the  Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  Committee  and  other 
Committees,  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  kindness  and  encouragement  to 
me  during  the  year.  I  also  a  cion  ow  ledge  with  gratitude  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  my  colleagues,  the  Chief  Cfficers  of  the  Council,  and  the 
ready  help  I  have  received  from  the  Medioal  Practitioners  of  the  town. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  work  and  loyalty  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  his  colleague,  and  the  nursing  and  olerioal  staffs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERIC  C.  DOA'NER 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  2167 
Population  (Census  1931)  35814 
Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  the  population  Mid-year 

1944  3615  0 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  December,  1944,  approx,  9250 
Rateable  value  (31st  March,  1944)  £14752  0 
Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £565 


The  following  figures  are  given  by  the  Registrar  General 


Live  Births „ 

M, 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

380 

418 

798 

Illegitimate 

16 

11 

27 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population 

22.88 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Still  Births 

10 

5 

15 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1000  live  and  still  births) 

17.86 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

T  ota  1 

Deaths 

203 

185 

388 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population 


10.45 


Maternal  Mortality  .Rate  .  2 ,42 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate .  55.76 
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detailed  causes  of  death 


1 

Disease 

M.  1 

f 

1 

( 

J 

j 

Total; 

! 

i 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- ! 

i 

2  1 

i 

2  i 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

19 

8 

27  1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3  | 

Syphilitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1  ! 

Influenza 

7 

•m 

7  ! 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M) 

5 

- 

5  i 

Uterus  (F) 

- 

3 

5  i 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

6 

2 

8  ! 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17 

18 

35 

Diabetes 

1 

4 

5 

!  Intracranial  Vascular  lesions 

12 

22 

34 

Heart  Disease 

48 

42 

90 

Cther  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

2 

6 

Bronchitis 

13 

9 

22 

Pneumonia 

14 

9 

23 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

- 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

i  2 

5 

Nephritis 

6 

5 

11  j 

Cther  Maternal  Causes 

1 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth 

!  5 

7 

12  | 

Congenital  Malformation.  Birth  Injury,  Infantile  4 

11 
i  •LX 

15  ' 

Disease 

1 

! 

Suicide 

;  i 

i  i 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

i  2 

2  I 

Cther  Violent  Causes 

i  9 

3 

12  | 

All  other  causes 

1  17 

> 

i 

{ 

t 

23 

j 

i 

40  j 

I 

Totals  -  all  causes 

! 

|  203 

| 

185 

i 

i 

388 

The  above  Table  of  Deaths  is  given  by  the  Registrar  General. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Tho  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence 
of  Notifiable  Diseases,  These  differ  to  a  small  degree  from  the 
Registrar  General  *s  figures. 


i 

i 

I 

j 

t-  1 

. 

[ 

! 

{ 

Number  of 1  Number  of 
cases  |  Deaths 

notified  j  (Registrar 
,  General ?s 
■  1  figures ) 

! 

i  3 

Scarlet  Fever 

| 

r  n  i.  1 

284 

j  j 

! 

i  Diphtheria 

j 

i 

78  |  3 

Measles 

i 

47 

Whooping  Cough 

j 

154  i  2 

. . .  . ....l.  '  .  . . 

Pheumonia 

74  |  23 

Cerebr O-spina 1  Meningitis 

6  1 

i 

...  i  .  . 

Erysipelas 

: 

13  *  - 

J.0  i 

i 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

*  1 

...... 4. .  . 

Typhoid  Fever 

! 

i  ?  •  _. 

:  2 

J _ ! _ 

1  It 

l 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  J  2 

1  ! 

ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 

GROUPS. 


1 

j  Scarlet  Fever 

j 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

1/Thooping  Cough 

1 

i 

3  ! 
8 

© 

£ 

j  Erys  ipe  las 

I 

ccJ  g 

•H  3 

Mb 

&  -p 
ctf 

A  CD 

O  S 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

t-. 

© 

t> 

© 

VJ 

•H 

o 

B 

i 

t 

■*! 

•r~i 

P-i  CO  i 

W  »H  J 

AS  ! 

U  M  ! 
rQ  S3  i 
©  1 
Jh  £  ' 

©  © 
o  m 

Under  1  year 

4 

1 

5 

12 

3 

_ 

2 

■ 

i 

i  i 

i 

1  to  2  years 

5 

3 

6 

28 

8 

....... 

- 

- 

- 

-  i 

j 

2  to  3 

17 

7 

. 

2 

.  

'  16 

3  | 

- 

- 

j 

i 

- 

3  to  4 

18 

3 

i 

17 

2 

- 

- 

jp  ,  j 

8 

i 

4  to  5 

28 

8 

- 

4 

16 

1 

" 

- 

5  to  10 

148 

29 

26 

60 

L  .  ..  ... 

6 

 . 

. 

i 

t  -  -  -- 

10  to  15 

46 

14 

3 

r 

1  2 

4 

- 

. 

- 

i 

~ 

15  to  2  0 

5 

5 

! 

-  !  10 

! 

1 

' 

i 

I 

20  to  35 

12 

7 

L.  . 

- 

t 

3  i  15 

1 

5 

- 

3 

1 

I 

i 

~  i 

i 

35  to  45 

1 

1 

. . 

- 

i 

- 

! 

i 

» 

11 

!  l 

L  

- 

i 

1 

1 

| 

Ui 

i 

—  i 

45  to  65 

! 

wm 

1 - 

10 

1 

5 

|  f 

|  I  “ 

;  j 

i 

“  i  ” 

!  ■  1 

— 

over  65 

! 

j  _ 

I  J  ’  " 

: 

i 

1 

1  ***  "" 

!  i 

) 

|  1 

i 

i  2  !  !’ 

!  2  i  '  : 

i 

-  ’  - 

! 
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TOi’AlS 


GENERAL  HEALTH  OF  THE  PUBLIC . 


The  general  health  of  the  public  of  Tipton  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  fifth  year  of  war  remains  good  and  again  we  attribute  this  to  the 
Governmental  measures  taken  to  ensure  an  adequate  food  supply,  and  to  the 
high  level  of  earnings  in  the  town* 

The  Death  Rato  of  10,45  marks  a  further  stage  in  the  steady 
decline  since  1959,  The  principal  cause  of  death  is  again  Cardiao 
Disease  (90);  respiratory  diseases  (Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  and  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis)  (75)  are  second,  followed  by  cancer  (55)  and  cerebral 
haemorrhage  (34). 

The  incidence  of  Infect ious  Disease  calls  for  some  comment. 

There  was  a  great  increase  from  143  to  284  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  I  have  elsewhere  expressed  my  opinion  of  the  relation  between  this 
and  overcrowded  housing  conditions.  In  accordance  with  the  bi-annual 
variance.  Whooping  Cough  was  high  but  on  the  whole  nob  of  a  severe  type. 
Infectious  disease  cases  were  sent  as  usual  to  the  Hospitals  of  the  Wrost 
Midlands  Joint  Hospital  Board, 

t  ' 

A  special  report  is  submitted  on  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  the 

town, 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE, 


The  number  of  visits  paid  during  the 
to  expectant  mothers 

to  children  under  one  year  of  age 


year  by  Health  Visitors 

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 
First  Visits 
Total  Visits 


754 

1090 

921 

2996 


4102 
8188 

Attendances  at  all  Welfare  Centres. 


Central 

Burnt 

Ocker 

Tipton 

Clinic 

Tree 

Hill 

Green 

No, 

1. 

of  attendances  by:- 
Children  under  one  year 

2948 

2167 

1463 

2368 

2. 

Children  between  one  and  five 
years 

1220 

538 

606 

eo3 

to  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  Total  Visits 

Total  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  for  the  year 


Hie  total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the  Centres 
during  the  year  and  who  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance  were  under  one 
year  of  ago  was  561  representing  68 %  of  the  notified  live  births. 


Defects  found  in  children  attending  the  Centres, 


Debility  5 
Malnutrition  2 
Overfeeding  2 
Improper  feeding  6 
Skin  Diseases  34 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids  3 
Phimosis  20 
Squint  2 
Umbilical  hernia  28 
Crippling  defects  3 
Eye  defects  8 
Inguinal  hernia  3 
Constipation  8 
Rickets  1 
Conjunctivitis  3 
Diarrhoea  and  Sickness  7 
Miscellaneous  24 
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The  number  of  children  under  five  years  treated  at  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics  was  195  of  whom  175  were  new  cases  and  20  were  old  cases. 
The  total  attendances  numbered  436. 


Children  treated  at  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 


Disease 


Treatment  recommended 


Total 


Squint 

Spectacles  prescribed 

7 

?  Squint 

Spectacles  not  prescribed 

6 

Conjunctivitis 

Clinic  treatment 

11 

Obstructed  tear  duct 

Referred  to  Hospital 

3 

Other  conditions 

Treatment  advised 

1 

Retests 

Advised 

4 

32 


There  were  two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during 
the  year  and  theso  were  treated  at  Hospital,  In  neither  case  was  vision 
impaired . 


The  Dental  Clinic  for  children  under  five  and  for  nursing  and 
expectant  mothers  was  held  fortnightly.  The  number  of  children  seen  by 
the  Dentist  was  nil  and  the  total  attendances  for  under  fives  were  9. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  Child  Life  Protection  Register  was 
nil  and  the  number  of  persons  receiving  children  for  reward  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  nil. 

The  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  on  Friday  afternoons.  264  women 
attended  for  examination  for  the  first  time.  The  attendances  totalled  510. 

The  following  conditions  were  found  necessitating  treatment. - 

Heart  Disease  1 

Toxaemia  2 

Disproportion  2 

■  Breech  positions  3 

Requiring:- 

Induction  1 

Caesarian  1 

Observation  3 

X-Ray  4 

Version  4 

Blood  Test  1 

Dental  treatment  5 

Dental  treatment  for  ante-natal  and  post-natal  mothers  was  as 

follows  i- 


No,  of  mothers  seen  by  Dentist  22 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


No,  of  Midwives  practising  at  the  end  of  the  year;- 

Tiptcn  Nursing  Association  4 
Pr ivate  Midwives  3 
Others  4 
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No,  of  oases  attended  during  the  year;- 


As  Midwives 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

Tipton  Nursing  Association 

275 

11 

Private  Midwives 

329 

38 

Others 

34 

- 

Eleven  Midwives  gave  net  if  ication  of  intention  to  practice  in 
this  area  during  the  year  1944,  but  four  of  those  were  Midwives  living  in 
adjacent  areas  who  took  occasional  cases  in  Tipton;  of  the  remaining  seven, 
four  were  Midwives  employed  by  the  Tipton  Nursing  Association  under  their 
agreement  with  the  Council  and  three  were  private  Midwives.  77  cases  of 
difficult  labour  or  abnormal  pregnancy  resulting  in  45  births  were  removed 
to  Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich  under  the  Council’s  scheme  and  4  delicate 
or  premature  babies;  23  cases  resulting  in  23  births  where  home  conditions 
were  insanitary  or  overcrowded,  were  confined  at  the  Maternity  Hanes  of  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  'under  the  Council’s  agreement  with  that 
Authority,  A  number  were  confined  in  private  Nursing  Homes  or  at  the  homes 
of  relatives  outside  the  Borough,  The  remainder  amounting  to  approximate ly 
700  were  confined  at  home  and  for  these  the  domiciliary  Midwives  proved 
sufficient,  although  one  Midwife  would  seem  to  deliver  an  unduly  large 
number  of  cases.  The  geographical  distribution  of  Midwives  in  the  town  is 
not  satisfactory  as  the  four  Midwives  employed  by  the  Tipton  Nursing 
Association  arc'  all  accommodated  in  one  corner  of  the  Borough.  It  is  our 
policy  to  distribute  them  more  evenly  over  the  Borough  as  housing  accommodation 
bee  ome s  avai lab le , 


Special  instruction  was  afforded  to  the  Midwives  on  the  notification 
and  care  of  premature  children  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  Circular 
20/44,  Guidance  was  also  afforded  to  the  Midwives  on  such  subjects  as:- 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4; 


Attendance  at  Police  Courts  and  Inquests. 
Insanitary  premises. 

Booking  of  cases. 

The  supply  of  sheets  to  expectant  mothers. 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  suspend  any  Midwife  for  more  than 
24  hours  on  account  of  contact  with  infectious  disease. 


The  future  organisation  of  the  Midwifery  Service  in  the  town,  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  as  two  of  the  Midwives  employed  by  the  Tipton  Nursing 
Association  are  Midwives  who  had  surrendered  their  certificates  and  been 
compensated  and  are  now  allowed  to  practice  temporarily  under  the  Defence 
Regulations,  while  two  more  are  married  women  whom  we  understand  will  wish 
to  resume  private  life  at  the  termination  of  hostilities.  The  Committee  has 
under  consideration  the  appointment  of  Municipal  Midwives  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  of  1938  at  the  conclusion  of  the  War. 


CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 


Circular  20/44  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  reported  to  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  and  it  was  decided  that  in  view  of  the 
overcrowded  conditions  in  the  town,  the  general  policy,  especially  in  cases 
of  children  under  4-§-  lbs  in  weight,  should  be  hospitalisation  under  the 
Council’s  arrangments  with  Hallam  Hospital.  It  is  a  matter  of  interest  that 
almost  exactly  one  half  of  the  premature  children  born  in  this  area  in  1944 
were  born  in  Hallam  Hospital  of  mothers  sent  in  there  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  for  difficult  or  abnormal  labour.  It  is  felt  that  in  view  of  the 
shortage  of  domestic  help,  overcrowding  and  housing  shortage,  it  is  only  in 
exceptional  cases  that  it  will  be  reasonable  for  premature  children  to  spend 
their  first  few  weeks  at  home.  The  provision  of  a  separate  bedroom  for  mother 
and  infant  is  seldom  practicable.  The  Committee  later  authorised  the  purchase 
of  special  cots  lined  and  warmed,  and  special  clothing  for  premature  children 
to  be  available  on  loan  in  cases  of  prematurity.  It  is  proposed  to  have 
these  available  at  the  Ambulance  Station  whence  they  can  be  rushed  out  on 
receipt  of  a  telephone  message  from  Doctor  or  Midwife.  The  Committee  disagreed 
with  the  provision  of  electric  blanket  pads  as  being  in  the  first  place 
dangerous  and  in  the  second  place  of  no  service  unless  the  rcom  is  plugged  for 
the  purpose. 
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The  services  of  a  paediatrician  -will  be  made  available  in  any 
special  case.  The  Committee  have  authorised  the  training  of,  to  start  with, 
one  Health  Visitor  and  one  Midwife,  in  the  special  care  of  premature  infant. 

The  Committee  have  also  authorised  the  establishment,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
of  a  Heme  Help  Service.  Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Midwives  that 
in  future  all  premature  infants,  i.e.  babies  weighing  under  5-g-  lbs  at  birth, 
shall  be  notified  with  the  utmost  speed,  if  possible,  by  telephone.  The 
card  notifying  should  be  marked  with  a  large  "P"  and  the  weight  of  the  baby 
given  on  it. 

Midwives  have  been  instructed  that  their  instructions  to  the  mother 
on  the  feeding  and  routine  of  the  premature  baby  should  be  given  to  her  in 
writing  to  avoid  mistakes  and  a  copy  kept  in  the  Midwife's  records.  They 
have  further  been  encouraged  to  seek  medical  aid  at  once  in  the  case  of  any 
premature  child  not  progressing  entirely  satisfactorily  and  to  report  at  once  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  any  premature  child  on  premises  that  are  unsuitable. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  all  Medical  Practitioners,  Midwives  etc., 
informing  them  of  the  Council's  scheme  for  the  hospitalisation  of  premature 
children  and  asking  them  to  draw  immediate  attention  to  any  premature  child 

To  prevent  the  birth  of  a  premature  or  other  infant  in  unsuitable 
or  insanitary  surroundings.  Midwives  have  been  informed  that  they  should  not 
conclude  the  booking  of  any  case  until  they  have  themselves  seen  the  premises 
in  which  the  mother  proposes  to  be  confined. 

If  insanitary  or  unsuitable  they  are  to  report  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  order  that  the  Council's  scheme  of  securing  the 
confinement  of  s'uch  cases  in  one  of  the  Maternity  Homes  belonging  to  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council,  may  be  suggested, 

CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 


The  provisions  of  Circular  2866  regarding  the  care  of  illegitimate 
children  we re  carefully  considered  by  the  Council  although  in  actuality 
there  were  net  many  illegitimate  children  born  in  Tipton  who  were  not  either 
received  into  the  mother's  family  and  oared  for  there,  or  subsequently 
legitimised  by  the  marriage  of  the  parents  and  adequately  cared  for  by  them. 
The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  for  the  last  five  years  in  Tipton 
were  as  follows 


1940 

8 

1941 

13 

1942 

10 

1943 

23 

1944 

27 

Our  first  impulse  was  to  feel  that  as  very  few  illegitimate 
children  were  not  receiving  adequate  care  and  as  our  problem  was  essentially 
a  small  One,  there  was  no  need  to  engage  special  visiting  staff j  in  fact 
that  the  whole  problem  could  be  dealt  with  by  our  own  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Department,  However,  during  the  year  the  presence  of  Allied 
soldiers,  some  of  the  coloured,  in  the  town  and  other  evidenoe,  led  to 
further  consideration,  A  scheme  was  suggested  whereby  the  administrative  County 
of  Stafford  and  the  independent  Vtfelfare  Authorities  of  Staffordshire,  should 
jointly  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for 
Moral  Welfare  Work.  In  consideration  of  a  payment  of  £700  per  annum  from 
the  County  Council  and  the  independent  Welfare  Authorities,  the  Lichfield 
Diocesan  Association  assumed  the  duties  outlined  in  paragraph  5  of  the 
Ministry's  Circular.  N,B,  This  scheme  is  still  in  its  infancy  and  is 
so  far  working  satisfactorily,  but  I  propose  to  refrain  from  detailed  comment 
upon  it  until  we  have  experience  of  a  full  year  of  its  working.  The 
Minister's  approval  of  this  scheme  was  reported  to  the  Council  in  October, 

1944,  In  addition  to  this,  dose  liaison  has  been  maintained  between  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  and  the  Education  Committee  which 
acted  under  the  Children  and  Young  persons  Act  as  guardian  ad  litem  in 
cases  of  adoption  and  instructions  have  been  givon  to  the  Health  Visitors 
to  exercise  the  same  close  supervision  over  adopted  children  in  the  town, 
the  majority  of  whom  were  originally  illegitimate,  as  they  do  in  the  case 
of  children  kept  for  gain  under  the  Infant  Protection  Section  of  the  Public 
Health  Act, 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


The  Staffordshire  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for 
the  treatment  and  control  of  Venereal  Disease  in  this  area  and  the  Clinic 
■which  they. hold  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Borough  of  Dudley  is  easily 
accessible  from  all  parts  of  Tipton,  Information  afforded  to  us  "by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Dudley  shaved  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
Tipton  cases  reporting  there,  .  While  vie  are  of  opinion  that  there  has  not 
been  any  great  incidence  of  Venereal  Disease  in  this  area,  we  have  the 
impression  that  some  of  those  who  have  contracted  these  diseases  have  sought 
advice  and  treatment  further  afield  in  Birmingham  or  Wolverhampton, 

Propaganda  posters  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  on  the 
dangers  of  Venereal  Disease  and  of  ignorance  thereon  are  displayed  throughout 
the  tavn  and  more  particularly  in  public  lavatories, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified,  namely  55  Pulmonary 
and  4  Non -Pulmonary,  correspond  fairly  closely  to  the  figures  for  the  last 
three  years  which  have  been  considerably  in  excess  of  those  of  1939  and 
1940,  Since  1935,  possibly  as  the  result  of  the  Council’s  large  slum 
clearance  and  housing  schemes,  the  Tuberculosis  figure  had  fallen  by  nearly 
50%,  The  figures  for  the  last  f  our  years  correspond  very  closely  to  those 
of  1935,  A  most  disquieting  number  o?  new  cases  are  in  the  age  group  15 
to  25,  which  again  reflects  the  position  of  the  three  previous  years.  One 
oannot  help  thinking  that  cvercr owded  sleeping  accommodation  and  long  hours 
of  work  in  doubtfully  ventilated  workplaces  and  the  stresses  and  worry  which 
war  has  superimposed  on  those  of  adolescence,  have  all  contributed  to  this 
state  of  affairs.  When  it  comes  to  the  disciplinary  measures  necessary  to 
control  the  spread  of  infection  and  to  the  regime  that  the  patient  has  to 
impose  on  himself  in  order  to  render  cure  more  likely,  we  have  to  face  the 
fact  that  this  particular  age  group  is  most  intolerant  of  restriction.  We 
find  them  on  occasions,  oblivious  to  the  dire  consequences  to  themselves  of 
such  actions,  refusing  sanatorium  accommodation  when  offered,  taking  their 
discharge  from  sanatoria  against  advice,  and  when  at  home  often  leading  lives 
which  do  not  give  them  a  fair  chance  of  euro  and  which  in  the  end  frequently 
endanger  other  people.  When  to  these  are  added  overcrowded  and  difficult 
housing  conditions,  to  check  the  spread  of  disease  is  not  easy, 

I  am  informed  from  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  that  at  the 
31st  December  last,  24  Tipton  patients  were  receiving  Government  allowances 
under  the  recent  scheme.  For  those  rulod  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  have 
a  reasonable  chance  of  cure  and  of  taking  their  place  again  in  employment, 
these  allowances  have  been  a  greo.t  help  both  economically  and  in  the  maintenance 
of  morale.  The  effect  of  freedom  from  economic  worry  on  the  progress  of  a 
oase  must  be  considerable.  Anxiety  about  the  economic  position  of  a  family 
has  in  the  past  caused  many  a  case  to  take  discharge  from  the  sanatorium  too 
early  and  to  resume  work  too  soon. 

But  the  present  scheme  of  allowances  holds  out  no  hope  to  those 
who  do  not  seem  likely  to  make  an  early  cure.  The  scope  of  the  scheme  is  not 
fully  understood  by  the  public  and  considerable  discontent  is  caused  by  one 
patient  being  granted  an  a llavance  and  another  not.  To  those  who  understand 
that  the  allowances  are  confined  to  patients  capable  of  speedy  cure,  to  be 
refused  one  s ounds  like  a  death  sentance,  and  in  our  view  leads  to  unhappiness 
and  depression  and  probably  deterioration  in  the  patient’s  health, 

A 

The  Council  has  always  regarded  the  re-housing  of  tuberculous  oases 
and  their  contacts  with  enthusiasm,  but  houses  were  not  up  to  tho  end  of  1944 
permitted  to  be  built  and  few  fell  vacant,  and  the  Council  have  not  been  able 
to  re-house  cases  and  contacts  as  they  ■■would  have  wished.  When  either 
temporary  or  permanent  houses  become  available  very  weighty  consideration  will 
be  given  to  the  claims  of  such  cases  . 

During  the  year  1944,  the  foliating  number  of  cases  were  reported  to 
us  by  the  Medical  Superintendents  of  various  Institutions  as  having  been 
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admitted  there  at  the  instance  of  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and 
Dudley  Joint  Board  for  Tuberculosis  which  is  the  Authority  responsible 
for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  Knowing  the  staffing  and  other 
difficulties  that  the  Joint  Board  has  beenworking  under,  this  represents 
a  very  fair  allocation  for  Tipton.  But  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be 
noted  that  some  of  these  patients  have  had  a  long  time  to  wait  for 
admission  resulting  in  possibly  (a)  deterioration  of  the  case  and  (b)  the 
exposure  to  infection  of  other  people.  Until  the  Sanatoria  are  adequately 
staffed  and  further  beds  are  available  and  until  it  is  possible  to  build 
houses  to  accommodate  those  waiting  for  sanatorium  treatment,  those  returning 
from  sanatorium  and  those  suitable  for  treatment  at  home,  it  will  net  be 
possible  to  say  that  the  control  of  Tuberculosis  is  efficient. 

A  further  urgent  need  is  for  more  hospital  accommodation  for 
advanced  cases  unsuitable  for  Sanatorium  treatment. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM 

FOR"  THE  ' Past  TEN  'YEARS  ;  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN 

Years 


Year 

Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N on-pulmonary . 

1944 

55 

4 

29 

5 

1943 

57 

12 

22 

1 

1942 

59 

7 

30 

3 

1941 

52 

7 

25 

6 

1940 

33 

4 

33 

3 

1939 

41 

16 

19 

3 

1938 

46 

5 

29 

6 

1937 

36 

8 

30 

3 

1936 

35 

7 

21 

1 

1935 

60 

11 

42 

6 

ADMISSIONS 

TO  SANATORIA  AND  OTHER  INS HUT IONS. 

Rrestwood 

Gr  ounds  low 

Edge  View  Standon  Hall 

The  Limes 

The  Vf ood lands  ,  B’ham 

15 

10 

4  1 

4 

1 

Total  35 


EVACUATION. 


Early  in  August  1944,  the  Council  were  informed  that  Tipton  had  been 
selected  as  a  reception  area  for  a  party  of  evacuees  from  north-west  London 
and  during  the  Bank  Holiday  week  200  persons  arrived  in  the  town.  They  were 
not  without  great  difficulty  accommodated  in  an  already  overcrowded  town.  At 
the  same  time  what  might  be  described  as  a  voluntary  evacuation  of  persons 
frem  London  and  south  England  who  had  relatives  in  Tipton  led  to  a  further 
influx.  The  Billeting  Department  was  at  the  same  time  billeting  essential 
workers  and  other  people,  but  ae  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Billeting 
Officer,  this  was  done  with  same  discretion  in  order  to  avoid  the  grosser 
forms  of  overcrowding.  For  certain  large  families  for  whom  it  was  impossible 
to  billet  together,  accommodation  was  opened  in  the  Intermediate  Hostel  which 
had  been  built  as  part  of  the  Council’s  Civil  Defenoe  scheme  for  the  temporary 
shelter  of  bombed-out  families.  The  Assistant  Billeting  Officer,  Mrs, 
Shawcrosa  acted  as  Warden, 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  vast  majority  of  these  persons  were  still 
in  the  t  own , 
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HOUSING  v 


The  housing  shortage  in  Tipton  beoame  more  manifest  during  1944, 
the  number  of  families  aim i ting  re-housing  advancing  from  416  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  to  810  at  its  conclusion.  Another  thing  which  deteriorated 
during  the  year  was  the  standard  of  housekeeping  and  house  cleanliness.  A 
considerable  number  of  housewives  were  engaged  in  whole  time  work  in 
connection  with  the  war  effort  and  in  winter  this  often  meant  that  they  left 
their  houses  in  darkness  and  came  home  again  in  darkness.  The  inevitable 
result  was  that  the  home  in  many  cases  was  not  cared  for  and  cleansed  as  it 
should  be.  It  must  be  realised  that  so  long  as  we  continue  to  live  in 
separate  families  in  separate  houses,  the  question  of  whether  the  place  is 
a  heme  or  merely  a  house  and  whether  it  is  a  healthy  and  happy  centre  of 
family  life  or  the  potential  source  of  disease  and  unhappinoss ,  depends  on 
the  housewife  having  the  health  and  the  time  to  keep  her  house  in  a  pleasant 
condition.  Both  health  and  happiness  depend  also  on  reasonable  privacy 
for  the  individuals  in  a  family  and  this  postulates  the  absence  of  overcrowding 
whioh  is  a  social  and  sanitary  menace 

During  the  war  years  the  practice  of  taking  in  lodgers  has  greatly 
spread  in  the  town.  These  lodgers  have  belonged  to  two  categories  (l)  married 
sons  or  daughters  of  families  who  simply  had  nowhere  else  to  go  end  (2)  workers 
taken  in  to  augment  the  family  budget.  In  either  case  loss  of  privacy 
ensued  and  the  risk  of  the  spread  of  com  unicable  disease  increased.  But  it 
was  impossible  to  enforce  the  overcrowding  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts 
and  to  restrict  the  inhabitants  of  a  house  to  its  permitted  number  without 
the  danger  of  gravely  dislocating  the  war  effort.  The  doubling  of  the 
incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  high  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  the  prevalence  of  scabies  and  infestation  with  vermin  are  all 
signs  that  during  this  year  our  working  people  were  living  dangerously  and 
that  it  is  probably  only  due  to  the  careful  distribution  of  foodstuffs  and  to 
the  native  hardiness  of  the  people  of  these  parts  that  grave  epidemic  disease 
has  not  occurred. 

The  problem  of  housing  the  people  must  be  regarded  as  our  first  and 
most  urgent  public  health  measure  after  the  provision  of  food.  Three  things 
are  needed  in  the  post  war  years  -  food,  jobs  and  homes.  The  most 
energetic  measures  will  be  necessary  to  provide  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
conclusion  of  hostilities  homes  for  1000  families  in  Tipton,  many  of  them 
young  married  couples.  We  shall  have  to  bear  in  mind  the  claims  of  returning 
ex-servicemen  but  we  must  net  fail  to  remember  the  claims  of  those  -who, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own  ,  have  net  been  in  the  Services,  but  have  been 
living  in  grossly  ever  crowded  and  sometimes  very  insanitary  conditions  for  some 
years.  In  an  industrial  area  like  this  the  ratio  of  those  who  stayed  at 
home  to  take  part  in  the  civilian  war  effort  of  those  who  were  actually  called 
up,  is  naturally  high.  Also  the  claims  of  those  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  their  families  and  contacts  must  not  be  forgotten.  Particularly 
urgent  Is  the  need  to  afford  relief,  possibly  in  small  temporary  bungalows  , 
to  young  married  couples  and  their  children.  Being  unable  to  find  accommodation 
they  have  set  up  usually  in  one  room  in  the  parent's  house,  and  now  several 
years  have  elapsed  and  one,  two  and  perhaps  three  children  have  come.  In  many 
cases  the  young  wife  has  been  out  tv  or  king.  In  any  case  these  young  families 

have  never  experienced  the  privacy  of  a  sep  arate  abode  and  the  young  wife  has 
never  in  reality  been  the  woman  of  the  house.  There  is  grave  danger  that  in 
such  cases  the  young  couple  will  have  lost  the  feeling  of  house  pride  and  that 
if  they  are  net  found  a  place  of  their  own  soon  they  will  lose  the  incentive 
to  look  after  and  run  a  house  properly  and  thus  imperil  the  health  and  happiness 
of  the  little  family.  I  regard  it  as  excellent  long  term  policy,  from  a  health 
point  of  view,  to  give  these  young  families,  whether  those  of  serving  men  or 
not,  all  priority. 

During  the  six  war  years  when  progress  in  slum  clearance  has  been  at 
a  standstill,  many  houses  already  scheduled  or  condemned  as  unfit,  have 
deteriorated  and  many  of  our  older  houses  have  fallen  into  a  more  defective 
state.  These  are  still  inhabited  and  the  condition  of  the  families  living 
in  them  is  one  requiring  urgent  relief. 

As  regards  long  term  policy,  we  shall  have  to  bear  in  mind  the 
development  of  social  ideas  that  has  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  our  serving 
men  and  women.  Service  in  H,M#Forccs  tinder  modem  conditions  has  led  to  men 
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and.  women  developing  a  higher  conception  of  themselves  as  individuals  and 
after  the  years  of  "herding”  together  involved  in  service  life  there  is  a 
desire  for  privacy  and,  except  in  the  case  of  married  couples,  f or  somewhere 
that  each  individual  can  call  his  own.  The  time  is  caning  when  two  grown 
up  "brothers  or  two  grown  up  sisters  will  not  be  willing  to  share  a  bedroom  but 
where  the  demand  will  be  for  a  bedroom  to  himself  or  herself  for  each  adult. 

That  I  feel  certain  will  have  to  be  our  ultimate  housing  standard  and  I  believe 
that  when  attained  it  will  produce  a  rich  harvest  in  happiness  and  in  comparative 
freedom  from  several  types  of  communicable  disease.  Probably  we  shall  have  at 
first  to  build  permanent  houses  with  a  view  to  their  accommodating  the  present 
permitted  numbois,  as  neither  labour  nor  materials  would  seem  likely  to  be 
available  for  more  ambitious  schemes,  but  ultimately  we  must  build  houses  where 
individuals,  even  if  members  of  one  family,  can  live  with  dignitjr  and  in  health, 

SCABIES . 


The  scabies  diagnostic  clinic  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and  the  scabies 
treatment  at  the  Central  Clinic  functioned  throughout  the  year.  Use  was  made  from 
time  to  time  of  the  Scabies  Order  to  ensure  the  examination  and  the  treatment 
of  contacts  for  refractory  cases.  In  the  majority  of  cases  us  e  of  this 
procedure  was  not  necessary  as  the  cases  submitted  themselves  voluntarily  for 
the  necessary  examination  and  treatment.  Throughout  the  year,  290  adults  and 
349  school  children  and  60  under  school  age  have  been  treated  at  the  Central 
Clinic.  Broadly  speaking  we  may  say  that  scabies  was  not  as  prevalent  as  at 
the  end  of  1943. 

The  Scabies  Cleansing  Department  was  also  used  during  the  year  to  cleanse 
17  adults,  82  school  children  and  29  children  under  school  age,  who  were 
verminous  per  *,013. 

AMBULANCE , 

The  Ambulance  service  of  the  team  operated  by  Civil  Defence  personnel 
by  agreement  between  this  Authority  and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  worked 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  accordance  with  Clause  5  of  Circular  49/46,  the  following  report 
is  submitted  cm  the  water  supply  in  Tipton 

1.  Whether  the  water  supply  for  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  in  (a)  quality,  (b)  quantity. 

(a  )  Yes , 

(b)  Yes,  rather  poor  pressure  in  one  area  only  (Leabr 00k) . 

2.  Where  there  is  a  pipe  supp  ly,  whether  bacteriological  examinations  were  made 
of  the  raw  water  and  where  treatment  is  installed,  of  the  water  going  into 
supply,  if  so,  how  many  and  the  results  obtained:  the  results  of  any 
chemical  analysis 

Bacteriological  examinations  numbered  51,  the  results  of  which 
were  all  satisfactory. 

All  the  results  of  chemical  analysis  were  satisfactory. 

3.  Where  the  waters  are  liable  to  have  plumbo-s olvent  action,  the  facts  as 
to  contamination  by  lead,  including  precautions  taken  and  the  number  and 
results  of  analyses. 

Ihe  water  is  not  liable  to  plumb o-solvent  action. 

4.  Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 


No  contamination  reported 


5,  Particulars  of  the  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  proportion 
of  the  population  supplied  from  tho  public  water  mins  (a)  direct 
to  houses  and  (b)  by  means  of  stand  pipes 


Proportion 
of  houses 

Proportion 
of  Population 

(a)  direct  to  houses 

87$ 

03 

(b)  by  means  of  stand  pipes 

laid  on  to  outside  washhouses 

5.4$  )  13$ 
7,6$  ) 

16$ 

CONCLUSION. 


In  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  tho  . 
necessity  far  saving  paper,  this  report  has  been  kept  down  to  a  minimum, 

D  etnils  of  other  work  have  been  carefully  preserved  in  order  that  a  comprehensive 
report  may  be  furnished  at  tho  end  of  the  war,  if  so  desired. 
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•SLUM  CLEARANCE 


JOINT  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND  THE  CHIEF 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


No  houses  were  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
Seven  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year.  The  following  table 
shows  the  total  number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act 
from  1931  the  commencement  of  the  scheme,  to  31st  December,  1944. 


► 

! 

i 

1 

'  .  ,  ! 

Total 

number 

of 

houses 

“ — 

Total 

number 

demol¬ 

ished 

Total 
number  of; 
persons  j 
dis  placed] 

91  Clearance  Areas 

1321 

1285 

6201 

i 

Individual  unfit  houses 
and  caravans  in  respect 
of  which  demolition 
orders  have  been  made 

488 

459 

2305 

] 

i 

i 

Parts  of  buildings  in 
respect  of  which 
closing  orders  have 
been  made 

11 

1 

50 

1 

Individual  unfit  houses 
in  respect  of  which 
undertakings  have  been 
accepted 

3 

18 

i 

Individual  unfit  houses 
and  caravans  demolished 
in  anticipation  of 
demolition  orders 

6 

5 

23  ' 

i 

| 

..  i 

i 

T  otals 

1828 

1750 

8597 

l 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Riblia  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  sanitary  administration 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1944.  The  report  has  been  considerably 
curtailed  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  instructions. 

During  the  year,  a  large  amount  of  time  has  again  been 
devoted  to  the  inspection  of  unsound  food  at  shops,  canteens  and 
other  food  premises  in  addition  to  the  meat  inspection  at  the 
Government  Centralised  Slaughterhouse 5  the  billeting  of  evacuees  and 
the  lodging  of  war  workers  created  additional  amount  of  work,  and  a 
real  attack  on  removing  infestation  by  rats  was  made  under  the  Infestation 
Order,  1943. 

The  problem  of  ensuring  a  clean  and  safe  milk  supply  has  been 
energetically  tackled  by  the  Department  and  it  is  now  noteworthy  to 
note  that  95?o  of  the  milk  supplied  in  the  Borough  is  heat  treated. 

However,  the  problem  is  still  far  from  the  ideal  but  improvements  to 
buildings  are  being  carried  out  and  more  modern  plant  is  being 
installed  in  lieu  of  the  old  existing  plant  and  it  is  hoped  in  the  very 
near  future  when  this  work  is  completed  and  the  labour  difficulty 
is  Cveroome  by  the  Dairymen,  that  better  results  will  accrue. 

The  housing  situation  in  the  Borough  was  again  one  of  the 
Departments  main  problems;  and  75  new  cases  of  gross  overcrowding 
were  reported  or  discovered  making  the  total  number  a  most  formidable 
one  and  it  was  found  very  difficult,  owing  to  the  lack  of  housing 
accommodation,  to  apply  the  Local  Authority  byolaws  in  relation  to  houses 
let  in  lodgings.  it  is  hoped  that  a  small  nrimber  of  these  badly 
overcrowded  cases  will  be  relieved  by  the  provision  of  prefabricated 
bungalows  during  1945. 

The  condition  of  a  certain  number  of  old  worn-out  houses 
included  in  the  alum  clearance  programme  have  deteriorated  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  warrant  immediate  action  under  the  Housing  Act  by  the 
Local  Authority  as  soon  as  alternative  accommodation  is  available. 

Owing  to  lack  of  labour  it  was  found  very  difficult  to  have  sanitary 
defects  to  private  property  remedied,  and  in  certain  instances  the 
work  was  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the  behest  of  the  private 
property  owners . 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  confidence;  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  his  encouragement  and  support  and  the  whole  of  the  staff  for  their 
splendid  services. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.H.ACTCN. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


The  total  number  of  inspections  made  by  tie  Sanitary 
Inspectors  totalled  4447. 

In  addition  401  preliminary  notices  and  22  statutory 
notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

The  number  of  complaints  registered  during  the  year  was 
552  as  against  493  in  1943  . 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE . 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  328 

Re-ins  pections  1538 

Centralised  Government  Slaughterhouse  and  private 

slaughter  655 

Visits  under  the  Factory  Act  68 

Visits  re  Overcr cwding.  Re-housing  etc.  80 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  12 

Markets  40 

Cowsheds ,  Dairies  and  Mi  Iks  hops  3  0 

Petr  oleum  Regulations  107 

Visits  re  defective  and  obstructed  drains  203 

Vermin-infested  houses  47 

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases  531 

Visits  under  the  Shops  Acts  12 

Visits  under  the  Rat  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  141 

Visits  to  Food  Premises  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  etc.  12  7 
Cinemas  and  Schools  23 

Miscellaneous  visits  505 


-'N. 

Total  4447 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

No.  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  531 

No.  of  disinfections  carried  out  352 

DISINFESTATION. 

It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  utilise  H.C.N.  in  the 
work  of  disinfestation  but  57  Council  Houses  and  27  privately  owned 
dwelling  houses  infested  with  vermin  were  fumigated  with  (Thermatox 
Fumigators)  and  insecticide  (Konax);  and  in  addition  27  A.R.P.  and 
Firewatohing  premises  connected  with  various  industrial  undertakings 
were  disinfected. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD. 


During  the  year  611  visits  were  paid  to  the  Centralised 
Slaughterhouse  and  44  visits  were  made  re  private  slaughter  of  pigs 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  number  of  animals  inspected  was 
54,655  made  up  as  follows 


Be  as  ts  ...  ... 

6976 

Calves  ...  ... 

3014 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ... 

. . .  40844 

Pigs 

...  3821 

In  addition  144  visits  were  paid  to  Food  Shops,  Canteens  and 
ether  premises  for  the  inspection  of  unsound  food. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  as  follows 


i 

t  Description  of 
j  Food 

!  ! 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs  ! 

1 

;  Butchers  meat  from  Centralised 

i 

l 

1 

j 

Slaughterhouse 

103 

0 

0 

10  | 

Baccn  ! 

- 

10 

3 

to 

1 — 1 

Cheese,  Butter  and 

Mar  gar ine 

-  I 

2 

a  1 

0 

Fish,  Poultry  and  Rabbits 

- 

4 

Sausage 

“ 

- 

3 

17  | 

Eggs 

- 

1 

7  1 

Sugar 

-- 

" 

16  i 

Ve  getab  les 

- 

20  ; 

, 

Misce llane  ous 

2 

2 

9  i 

CANNED  GOODS. 

i 

j 

Canned  Meat 

2 

2 

11  i 

"  Fruit 

- 

- 

1 

12  ! 

"  Vegetables 

- 

- 

1 

4  I 

"  Milk 

1 

0 

"  Fish 

1 

i 12  i 

"  Jams 

_ 

• 

1 

12 

Miscellaneous  canned 
|  goods 

1 

. . -  - 

1 

1 

0 

|n  1 

,  TOTAL  • 

j  104 

4 

0 

!  i 

i« 

1 

_ 

i 
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The  undermentioned  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and 
condemned  at  the  Government  Centralised  Slaughterhouse.  Examining  the 
figures  in  the  table,  it  is  regrettable  to  note  the  continued  percentage 
increase  in  cattle  affected  with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis,  this  increase 
is  in  the  main  due  to  animals  affected  with  parasitic  diseases.  The 
percentage  increase  in  Tuberculosis  of  cattle  again  shows  a  marked  rise 
especially  in  relation  to  cows  and  this  is  mainly  due  to  the  increase  of  poor 
and  aged  cows  sent  to  the  Abattoir  to  be  slaughtered  and  the  meat  used  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  The  percentage  of  pigs  affected  vrith  Tuberculosis 
and  other  diseases  again  shows  a  decline,  this  is  no  doubt  the  result  of  a 
large  decrease  in  feeding  pigs  on  raw  milk  and  the  increasing  proper 
sterilisation  of  food  for  their  consumption. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AM)  CONDEMNED 

l 

(Return  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health). 

1 

| 

Cattle 

C  ows 

Calves 

1 

Sheep  | 

Pigs 

1 

exclud 

and 

( 

' 

ing 

1 

1 

Lambs 

j 

' 

| 

Cows 

I 

j 

!  Number  killed 

4571 

2405 

3  014 

40844 

t 

3821 

■  \ 

... . . 

(4513) 

(2516) 

- 

(3676)  | 

(32291) 

(6199)  ; 

j 

Number  inspected 

4571 

2405 

1 

3  014 

40844 

?  j 

3821  j 

(4513) 

(2516) 

(3676) 

(32291) 

.  ... 

(6199)  ‘ 

1 

j  ALL  DISEASES  except 

1 

|  TUBERCULOSIS 

i 

! 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

119 

20 

80 

14 

(?) 

(125) 

.  . 

(20) 

(48) 

(7)  j 

j 

Carcases  of  which  some 

534 

783 

30 

3197 

! 

237 

part  or  organ  was 
c  ondemned 

(416) 

(678) 

(14) 

(2208) 

|  (455) 

J 

! 

Percentage  of  the  number 

11.68 

32.56 

0.99 

7.8 

6.2 

inspected  affected  with 

(9.3) 

(31.3) 

(0.9) 

(7.0) 

:  (7.45) 

disease  other  than  T,B, 

. -  -  . 

-  -  - . 

1 

! 

» 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

1  ! 

I 

> 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

9 

104 

1 

7  ! 

(4) 

(41) 

(1) 

(1) 

(9) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

i  i 

or  organ  was  condemned 

374 

1042 

11 

— 

i  268 

(249) 

(910) 

CO 

(2) 

| 

L   .  ... 

i  (466)  5 

; 

Percentage  of  the 

8.18 

43,33 

0.36 

- 

7.0 

number  inspected  affected 

1  with  Tuberculosis 

! 

i 

(5.6) 

! 

(36.1) 

_ 

(0.52) 

1 

!  (0.01) 

1 

(7.7) 

1  ! 

(Government  Centralised  Slaughterhouse  catering  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Oldbury,  Rowley  Regis,  Tipton  and  West  Bromwich). 


Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1943, 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  act,  193--'  . 

42  applications  for  the  renewal  of  the  existing  licences  to 
slaughter  or  stun  animals  under  the  above  Act  were  granted.  Ho  new 
licences  were  granted, 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER. 

4  cows  wero  sent  into  the  Centralised  Slaughterhouse  for 
slaughter  by  Veterinary  Officers  under  the  above  Order  and  in  two 
instances  the  animals  were  found  to  be  affected  with  Generalised 
Tuberculosis  and  in  the  remaining  two  with  Localised  Tuberculosis. 

FARMS  AND  DAIRIES. 


During  the  year  periodical  visits  were  paid  to  the  farm  and 
dairies  and  conditions  found  fell  short  of  the  ideal.  In  two  dairies 
the  plants  were  overworked  and  the  premises  too  congested  to  ensure  an 
output  of  clean  and  properly  treated  milk.  The  occupiers  of  these 
two  dairies  are  heat  treating  a  considerable  quantity  of  milk  for 
outside  districts  and  the  holding  capacity  of  the  pasteurisers  at  present 
in  Use  is  inadequate  resulting  in  the  machines  being  daily  overworked 
and  consequently  not  enough  time  allowed  for  cleaning  and  sterilisation, 
and  in  addition  the  bottle  washing  machines  and  other  portions  of  the 
plant  are  old  and  worn  out.  However,  the  occupiers  are  endeavouring  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  this  Department  and  are  bringing  the  dairies 
up  to  a  high  standard.  Extensions  to  buildings  are  being  made,  new 
boilers  installed  which  will  provide  a  more  adequate  supply  of  steam, 
and  in  one  instance  a  500  gallon  Retarder  Risteurisatian  Plant  is  being 
installed  in  lieu  of  the  existing  200  gallon  holder  and  orders  have  been 
given  to  firms  for  the  provision  of  new  bottle  washing  machines,  coolers 
etc  . 


The  Dairymen  at  present  are  to  be  sympathised  with  inasmuch 
as  they  are  receiving  much  criticism  in  respect  of  the  condition  of  milk 
and  receive  very  little  help  from  a  labour  point  of  view  and  in  obtaining 
new  equipment  to  provide  a  more  satisfactory  supply.  Certain  new 
machines  have  been  ordered  several  months  ago,  representations  have  been 
mqde  to  the  appropriate  Government  Departments  to  speed  up  delivery,  but 
with  very  little  success 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

31  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  by  this  Authority  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  of  same  are  shown  in 
the  following  table. 

The  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken  in  the  course  of  delivery 
fran  farms  situated  outside  the  Borough  to  dairies  inside  the  Borough 
and  these  cn  the  whole  were  very  unsatisfactory.  In  each  case  the 
Local  Authority  in  which  the  farm  was  situated  was  informed  with  a  view 
to  necessary  action  being  taken  to  ensure  a  cleaner  and  better  supply. 
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The  samples-  -of  designated  milk  show  an  improvement  on 
previous  years* 


|  Designation 
) 

i 

< 

Methyle  ne 
Test 

j 

Blue 

Bacillu 

i 

s  Coli 

\  Phosphatase  Test 

Bacte’ie 

per  0,0,  j 
i 

•  Sad:  is  fact - 

j  °ry 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Ab¬ 

sent  i 

Fire- 

sent 

Uatisfact-;  Unsatis- 

ory  I  factory 

; 

j   I  

•Above.  Below! 
100  j  '.00  j 
thousj.  thousj. 

Pasteurised 

- 

t 

- 

j 

•6  j  2 

*  i 

1  j 

2  \  6  i 

| 

-  — j-  -  ,-j 

i 

i 

?  Accredited 

| 

:  7 

: 

-- 

— - 

„  ! 

O  i 

» 

•  j 

4 

j 

j  ; 

-is. 

! 

r 

*  Tub.  Tested 

| 

• 

j 

2 

| 

i 

i  i  - 

j  j 

i  I 

-  j  2  j 

*'  i 

*  > 

i 

|  Sterilised 

: 

| 

j 

i 

- 

i  | 

;  | 

-  2  ! 
sterile 

j . .  . 

i 

i— ,  -  -  ....  J  .  . 

j 

s  Raw 

Undesignated 

i 

1 

4 

8 

i 

2  j 

10 

j 

'  i 

! 

i  j 

k  Taken  in  course  of  delivery  from  farms  t©  dairies. 


Tiro  samples  of  raw  milk  were  also  obtained  for  bacteriological 
examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  with  a  negative  result  in 
each  case. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION )  ORDER,  1956  and  1958 . 

The  following  licences  under  the  above  Order  were  in  force 

One  Dealer's  bottling  licence  for  Accredited  Milk. 

One  "  "  "  "  Fhsteurised  Milk. 

Seven  Dealer’s  licences  to  sell  Accredited  Milk. 

Five  "  "  "  "  Fhsteurisod  Milk. 

Four  "  "  "  "  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 

RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919  and  THE  INFESTATION  ORDER,  JL943 . 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Infestation  Order, 
a  survey  of  the  Borough  was  made  and  the  number  of  infestations  reported 
was  classified  as  f  ollcws  •- 

Reservoir  Type  of  Infestation  Nil 
Major  Primary  Type  "  "  10 

Minor  Secondary  "  "  "  74 

The  sewerage  system  was  treated  throughout  which  involved  the 
baiting  of  584  inspection  chambers  and  the  results  show  that  62  dead 
rats  were  found  and  an  estimated  number  of  853  rats  destroyed  making  a 
tot  til  of  915.  In  addition,  69  major  and  minor  secondary  infestations 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year  which  resulted  in  86  dead  bodies  being 
found  and  an  estimated  number  of  321  destroyed  making  a  total  of  407. 

The  Local  Authority  provide  the  dinfestation  service.  The 
baiting  material  used  is  bread  mash  and  sausage  rusk  and  the  poisons  used 
are  Red  Squill,  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenic.  The  Ministry  of  Food 
(infestation  Division)  notified  the  Local  Authority  that  the  direction  of 
the  Minister  in  respect  of  treatment  of  sewers  had  been  satisfactorily 
discharged. 
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FACTORY  ACT,  1937. 


68  visits  were  paid  to  premises  under  the  above  Act  and  tho 
following  work  carried  out:- 

Existing  sanitary  conveniences  for  males  and  females  abolished 
and  new  water  closets  installed 

Additional  water  closets  provided 

Sanitary  conveniences  repaired  and  provided  with  proper  doors 
and  fasteners 

Sanitary  conveniences  provided  with  proper  intervening  ventilated 
space 

Flushing  arrangements  provided  to  mens  urinals 
Sanitary  conveniences  cleansed 
Additional  lighting  and  screening  provided 
Washing  facilities  provided 
Bakehouses  limewashed  and  cleansed 


22 

9 


5 


5 

3 


O 

Cj 


7 


OUTWORKERS . 


The  premised  of  34  outworkers  were  inspected  during  the  year 
and  were  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

CANAL  BOATS,  SHOPS,  OFFENSIVE  TRADES  ETC. 

No  outstanding  irregularities  were  discovered  in  course  of 

r  outine  ins  pecti ons , 
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